
GLORY DAYS
The Sanchaya in Bintan fuses colonial splendour 

with cutting-edge modern luxury.
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S weeping into the manicured grounds 
of The Sanchaya is like entering a film 
set from the golden age of Hollywood. 
The Great House resembles a place 
where Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 

Bacall would be surrounded by mystery, 
intrigue and glamour. 

The passion project of Singapore-
based Russian businesswoman Natalya 
Pavchinskaya, The Sanchaya is the 
undisputed pinnacle of luxury on Bintan.  

The Sanchaya’s Great House  is a 

The resort is 
beautifully 

designed and 
elegantly executed, 

with white 
sandy beaches 

surrounding it.
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meticulous recreation of a colonial mansion 
in regal black-and-white monochrome down 
to the balustrades, awnings and floor tiles. It is 
divided into two wings: the Dining Room on 
the left, and the Bar, Salon and Library on the 
right. All are decorated in rich tones of wood 
with South-east Asian motifs.

The Great House suites occupy the first 
floor, while villas are single- and double-
storey options that continue the colonial style, 
such as the palatial Vanda Villa (S$13,500, 
RM42,000). Then there is Lawan Village, 
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You’ll find yourself 
compelled to lounge 

under palm trees 
and swim in the 
spectacular pool.

The Salon & Library is 
a tranquil lounge area 
overlooking the pool 

and beach (inset).

a clutch of Thai-inspired villas 
encircling a serene pond. 

Though the designs differ 
– Great House suites and villas 
hold true to the stately black-and-
white theme, while Lawan Village 
adds brushstrokes of warm brown 
– they are united by the same 
plush amenities which include 
Bang & Olufsen appliances and 
Pavchinskaya’s personal treasure 
trove of art and curios. The latter 
gives the resort its name; Sanchaya 
means ‘collection’ in Sanskrit. 

You’ll find yourself compelled 
to explore the pristine beach, lounge 
under palm trees and swim in the 
spectacular 50m infinity pool. 
Or watch others wander about in 
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the same bliss while sipping on a 
cocktail – mixed tableside for you. 
For nourishment, the Dining Room 
and more casual Tasanee Grill offer 
fine examples of European and 
Asian cuisine, while The Sanchaya 
Spa is an oasis of calm that promises, 
and delivers on, rejuvenation. 

The world is your oyster. It 
feels that way at here. Squint and 
you can imagine this being a sepia-
toned tableau from Hollywood’s 
golden age. Open your eyes wider 
and that vision sharpens into a 
throwback wonder. The Sanchaya 
is a magnificent mixture of a 
glorious past, the cutting-edge of 
modern luxury and a clear vision of 
opulence.  www.thesanchaya.com ≠




